
 

 

Design & Technology Policy 2026 

Design & Technology takes the National Curriculum document as its basis. It is a part of the 

Early Years Curriculum strands of Expressive Arts and Design and Physical Development, with 

links to Mathematics, Communication and language and Understanding the world.   

 

Inclusion  

Our Design and Technology curriculum is inclusive and accessible to all pupils. We are committed 

to ensuring that every learner, regardless of ability, background, gender, ethnicity, disability or 

individual need, has equal opportunities to participate, succeed and develop their creativity, 

practical skills and technological understanding. 

Teaching and learning will be adapted where appropriate to meet individual needs, with 

reasonable adjustments made to resources, equipment, tasks and the learning environment. We 

aim to create a safe, supportive and respectful environment in which all pupils feel valued, 

confident and encouraged to achieve their full potential. 

We believe that all pupils should have access to a broad, balanced, sequential and relevant 

curriculum. 

In the EYFS (Early Years Foundation Stage) DT is integrated into the curriculum daily usually 

through building or craft activities and from ‘Year One’ upwards, teachers planning and 

assessment for this subject is based on the National Curriculum document, alongside Clive 

Davies.  

Throughout the school, children participate in activities planned with continuity and progression. 

Assessment of Design & Technology is both formal and informal depending on the activity. 

Deeper knowledge and understanding is achieved through a progressive curriculum. Where the 

children have opportunities to build upon the skills they already have. 

Design & Technology activity is concerned with technical knowledge and understanding, 

designing, making and evaluating. As Design & Technology is a mainly practical subject, the 

safety of children is always considered. Safety aspects are indicated within each unit of work. 

Cross curricular links include measurement (Mathematics), discussion (English), the use of 

electrical circuits (Science), the use of technology to record results and the visual and tactile 

properties of materials (Art, Computing and Science). 



 Aims: 

EYFS: 

• Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with 

colour, design, texture, form and function 

• Share their creations, explaining the process they have used 

• Make use of props and materials when role playing characters in narratives and stories 

• Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing – 

using the tripod grip in almost all cases 

• Use a range of small tools, including scissors, paintbrushes and cutlery 

• Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing 

The National Curriculum for Design and Technology aims to ensure that all pupils: 

 • Develop the creative, technical and practical expertise needed to perform everyday tasks 

confidently and to participate successfully in an increasingly technological world 

 • Build and apply a repertoire of knowledge, understanding and skills in order to design and 

make high quality prototypes and products for a wide range of users 

 • Critique, evaluate and test their ideas and products and the work of others 

 • are given opportunities to understand and apply the principles of nutrition and healthy eating. 

Through practical cooking activities, children will develop their knowledge, skills and confidence 

in preparing and cooking food, while being encouraged to explore a range of ingredients, 

experience different flavours and try new foods. 

⭐ Strengths 

• We have developed links with outside agencies and organisations, who visit the school 

to deliver engaging and practical food technology classes, providing pupils with 

opportunities to develop their cooking and practical skills. 

• Pupils benefit from a range of enrichment opportunities and external programmes, 

including the Primary Engineer programme, Life Centre sessions, and Royal Ballet 

and Opera Live Lessons, which broaden pupils' experiences and support the 

development of creativity, problem-solving and practical skills. 

🌟 Wishes for Development 

• To provide accurate scales, measuring equipment and other practical resources that 

make meaningful links to mathematics, enabling pupils to develop their understanding 

of measurement, proportion and accuracy when cooking as a whole class. 

• To provide more regular opportunities for food tasting, encouraging pupils to try new 

foods, develop their tastes and make informed choices about different ingredients and 

healthy foods. 

 


